
8 Nov 

1958 

I don’t know if you have ever considered writing an autobiography. I certainly 
hope you will. What you have done and what you have achieved should be placed 
in a document for generations yet unborn to read and meditate upon. I know 
your schedule is extremely heavy and this would take a good deal of time, but I 
am sure that you could get the necessary help from capable persons who would 
lighten the load for you. 

Again, let me thank you for your genuine good will and great moral support. I 
intended calling you before leaving New York, but things began to stack up so that 
I found it impossible. I will definitely talk with you when I am in that area again. 

With best wishes and warm personal regards, I am 

Sincerely yours, 
[signed] Martin 
Martin L. King, Jr. 

TLS. AF’RC-DLC. 

To George W. Davis 

8 November 1958 
[Montgomery, Ala. I 

King replies to Davis S I 7 October letter. On z 2 December, Davis inscribed a cOpr of his 
book Existentialism and Theology to King: “With my warm compliments and with 

o n  Crozer campus and in my home.” 
cherished memories of our days together as professor and student, friend andfriend, 

Dr. George W. Davis 
Crozer Theological Seminary 
Chester, Pennsylvania 

Dear Dr. Davis: 

This is just a note to thank you for your very kind letter of October 17. Your en- 
couraging words came as a great spiritual lift to me and were of inestimable value 
in giving me strength a n d  c o u r a g e  to face the ordeal  o f  this trying p e r i o d .  

I am very happy to say that I am doing very well now and making steady 
progress toward a complete recovery. After convalescing for another three weeks, 
I hope to be right back into my normal activities. 

I was deeply moved to hear of the genuine Christian witness of Paul and 
John.’ With this type of dedication and deep commitment we might well live to 
see a better world. Please give them my best regards and my warmest words of 
commendation. 

528 1 .  King refers to Davis’s two sons. 
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I hope you and Mrs. [Mildred] Davis are well. Please give my best regards to 
Mrs. Davis and to my friends around the campus. I hope that I will get a chance 
to drop in on you in the not-too-distant future. 

Very sincerely yours, 
Martin L. King, Jr. 

8 Nov 

1958 

TLc. MLKP-MBU: BOX ~ z A .  

To Georgia Elma Harkness 

8 November 1958 
[Montgomery, Ala. ] 

On 30 September theologian Georgia Harkness conveyed to King her “sympathy and 
admiration in the recent crisis which has come to you, as peviously in your valiant 
Jight forjustice. ”’ After reading Stride Toward Freedom, she told King that her 
“enthusiasm” was “unbounded” and called the book “a great story of a great event in 
Christian social history.” 

Dr. Georgia Harkness 
Professor of Applied Theology 
Pacific School of Religion 
1798 Scenic Avenue 
Berkeley 9, California 

Dear Dr. Harkness: 

While convalescing from a recent operation, your letter of September 30, was 
called to my attention. It certainly came to me as a great spiritual lift. I am deeply 
grateful to you for the kind words you said concerning my book. This book rep- 
resented my humble attempt to shed some light on the difficult problem of racial 
injustice which pervades our nation. I am happy to know that it proved to be 
helpful to you. 
You needed not take the extra paragraph to introduce yourself to me. I have 

known you for several years through your writings. When I was a student in the- 
ological seminary (at that time I think you were on the faculty of Garrett Biblical 

1 .  Georgia Elma Harkness (1891-1974) graduated with an A.B. (1912) from Cornell University 
and later received her M.A. (igzo), M.R.E. (1920), as well as Ph.D. (1923) from Boston University. 
She served as associate professor at Elmira College (1922-1937) and later at Mount Holyoke College 
(1937-1939). From 1940 to 1950 Harkness was professor of applied theology at Garrett Biblical In- 
stitute, making her the first woman to teach theology at an American seminary. In 1950 Harkness ac- 
cepted a professorship at the Pacific School of Religion, from which she retired in 1961. Harkness, an 
ordained Methodist minister, campaigned for gender equity in the United Methodist Church. She 
published over thirty books on applied theology. 529 
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